We are delighted to kick off another volume of SoSyM, with this first issue of 2019! The "health" of SoSyM continues to be in good shape, with evidence of its growing popularity and impact. The statistics reported in the next section indicate that we have a steady rise in the number of incoming and also accepted papers. Therefore, we are proud to announce that beginning with this issue, we will have an increase from four to six issues per year. This will allow us to grow the overall number of pages published each year.
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However, we have two ongoing problems that we are focused on addressing over the next year.
First, our turnaround times for the reviews are often higher than we would like. This shows that SoSyM is a high-quality journal and reviewing is taken very seriously. Our goal is to reduce reviewing times; in particular, the time to identify appropriate reviewers, which seems to be the initial bottleneck experienced by our editors. Although the total number of days from submission to final decision has been reduced by~20% over the past year (now down to 138 days), we believe that we can still improve in this area. We thank all of the reviewers of the 2018 submitted papers. Each reviewer from 2018 is mentioned later in this editorial and received a certificate at the beginning of 2019 in recognition of our appreciation for their service to SoSyM.
The other ongoing problem has emerged from our success in the increase in the number of submitted and accepted papers, which has created a publication time backlog that is too long. The backlog accrues from the number of papers To address this concern, we have collaborated with our publisher (Springer) to identify new ways to handle the backlog. One effect of these discussions is the deep growth in the number of pages that will be printed (evident in this issue, which is the largest ever for SoSyM!) and the addition of two new issues per year (from four issues in the past, to six issues starting in 2019). We will keep the SoSyM community informed about the impact that these decisions make toward reducing the publication backlog.
Summary statistics
The four SoSyM issues published in 2018 contained 18 Regular papers, 21 Special Section papers, ten Theme Section papers, one Expert Voice, and five Guest Editorials. In total 1393 pages were published in volume 17.
We are very happy to report that the impact factor for SoSyM over the past year increased again to 1.722 (previously at 1.654 in 2017) . This is the highest impact factor since the inception of SoSyM, which we believe offers evidence to the growing interest in software and systems modeling as a research discipline and to SoSyM's important role in the modeling research community. We also have observed a high number of paper downloads over the past year; in 2017, SoSyM papers were downloaded 73,352 times, which is roughly four times as high compared to the downloads in 2010 (there were 20,267 downloads in 2010).
The acceptance rate in 2018 was 22.1%, which is a rather good number for a high-quality journal such as SoSyM. The average time to the final decision (accept or reject) has been reduced to 138 days. We now have established a continuous collaboration between SoSyM and the MODELS conference in organizing the SoSyM "Journal-First" opportunity, which enables authors of recent SoSyM papers to present their work across the core conference sessions at MODELS. Through this collaboration, selected SoSyM authors have the opportunity to reach a broader audience to present their work. This also benefits the MODELS conference program by including research talks that explore more depth through analytical and empirical evidence than can be presented in a traditional conference submission. The MODELS 2018 program featured four articles that were accepted during the previous year (from July 2017 through June 2018). The SoSyM "Journal-First" papers presented at MODELS 2018 were the following:
• Alexandre Petrenko, "Toward testing from finite state machines with symbolic inputs and outputs", In: Journal on Software and Systems Modeling (SoSyM), https://doi. org/10.1007/s10270-017-0613-x, Springer. 2017.
• 
Geri georg retires as SoSyM Assistant Editor
For many years, the SoSyM community of authors, reviewers, and editors has corresponded and sought assistance from Geri Georg, one of our two Assistant Editors since the inception of the journal organization in 1999. Geri and our dearly departed colleague and co-founding Editor-in-Chief, Robert France (who passed away far too early in 2015 from cancer), concentrated for over a decade on the Regular papers, while Bernhard Rumpe and Martin Schindler focused on the Special and Theme issues, as well as Expert Voice papers. Geri's devotion to SoSyM was evident in the deep commitment she made to help authors with questions and to tirelessly maintain the "pulse" of the review process by assisting editors and reviewers with the deadline schedules of the review of Regular papers. Geri has decided to retire from this long-lasting and deep responsibility of organizing the journal, in order to concentrate fully on her academic interests and pursuit of her hobbies, namely, traveling and photography!
In the names of all editors, reviewers, and authors, we thank Geri very much for all of her passionate service and work for SoSyM over the past two decades. We wish her well in all of her future pursuits in life! Message from Huseyin When I was offered the position of Assistant Editor in mid-2018, I did not need to think twice and immediately accepted the honor to serve SoSyM. I love the energy and welcoming spirit of the modeling community and am very happy and excited about many opportunities to engage with everyone through my new role. During the past 6 months, I learned so much from Geri (thanks Geri, you are the best!) about how I can help authors and editors in the most meaningful way possible. From now on, please consider me as your humble assistant and feel free to reach out to me for any kind of question or feedback!
Changes to the Editorial Board
Two of our long-time Editors have recently retired from the Editorial Board. We appreciate Hassan Gomaa and Roel Wieringa for all of their support and willingness to help with the SoSyM editorial responsibilities! Several new Editorial Board members will be announced throughout the year.
Reviewers in 2018
Below is the list of those who reviewed one or more papers for the journal in the last year. The complete list of reviewers can also be found on our website http://www.sosym.org/people/. We appreciate all of the help that the reviewers provided in service to the modeling community! Alain Abran, Abedallah Zaid Abualkishik, Mathieu
